Upper Salinas – Las Tablas Resource Conservation District
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

May 27, 2021

Templeton, CA

In person

I. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order by Susan Cochrane at 4:05 pm, and a quorum was present.  Directors attending:  Susan Cochrane, Mike Bonnheim, Mike Broadhurst, Melissa Egger, Margy Lindquist, Mary Bianchi, George Kendall, Randy Heinzen.  Staff present:  Devin Best (RCD), Hilary Phillips (NRCS).  

II. Additions/Changes to Agenda.  Item IV d was added as Justin Vineyards Update.

III. Public Comment.  None.

IV. RCD Reports.

a. Board Updates.  Randy Heinzen discussed the Conservation Ag Planning Grant Program which will cover grants up to $250,000 for planning of carbons plans, etc. related to Climate Smart Agriculture.  Program largely applies to RCDs and consultants.  Susan Cochrane mentioned a neighbor’s 20 year lease to a large cannabis growing operator.
b. Executive Director’s Report.  Devin Best summarized the ED’s report that was distributed prior to the meeting.  Highlights:  The RCD is talking to county staff about the possibility of the county taking over doing repairs at the Gearhardt project.  The RCD’s permits (less CDFW 1600) would be valid through this summer.  Forest Health.  Andy Johnson has had a large part in finishing the Public Works Plan for fire/fuel management for the whole county, including the coastal zone.  Staff is continuing 65% design reviews with landowners for the Santa Rosa Streamflow project.  Funding has been received from Cal Trans and 30% design work has begun with Water Ways on Cal Trans 2.  The USGS is continuing to look at the possibility of doing Phase II of the Adelaida Hydrologic Study.  Andy Johnson is working on the CIRT program regarding water offsets for cannabis projects.  The county’s two RCDs have asked the county for an increase in the annual grant and for additional funds to develop a programmatic permit for county grading permits, etc.  The RCDs are considering developing an Erosion Control short course if the county will provide funding.
c. FY 2021-2022 Budget.  Devin Best reviewed the proposed FY2021-2022 budget as distributed at the meeting.  He answered a number of board questions about income, personnel, and expenses.  Total income (including pass through income) is expected to be $800,443; total expenses are expected to be $735,597; and “net income” is expected to be $64,845.  Outstanding grants (applied for but not yet approved) could yield an additional $350,958 of gross income.  
d. Justin Vineyard Update.  Justin Vineyards  has re-approached the RCD  and indicated that they do indeed want to donate the approximately 360 acre property off Willow Creek Rd.  When they have finalized their mitigation monitoring work, they will contact the RCD re next steps.  The RCD will prepare to discuss the RRAW plan and potential endowment.
V. Consent

a. April Minute Approval.  Susan Cochrane asked approval of the April Minutes.  Mike Broadhurst mentioned that in item IVa there should have been a PR campaign “before” the Santa Rosa Creek Restoration project.
b. April Treasurer’s Report.  Mary Bianchi discussed various aspects of the April report.  There was one minor discrepancy noted in the draft audit report.  Randy Heinzen moved approval of the consent agenda.  Mike Broadhurst seconded.  Approved with S. Cochrane and G. Kendall abstaining.

VI. Other Agency, Director and Association Reports.  

a. NRCS.  Hilary Phillips reported that the zoom Users Group Meeting provided the information needed for management.  Extra drought-related funding may go into the EQIP pool.  One new Soil Conservationist will be hired and will focus on range land.

b. ALAB.  Meeting cancelled.

c. WRAC.  Meeting not attended.

VII. Board Action Items.  None.

VIII. Agenda Setting.  FY2021-2022 Budget Approval.  Strategic Plan.  RRAW review.  AG Order 4.0.  Stormwater capture for recharge.

IX. Adjournment.  Meeting was adjourned at 5:30 pm.

